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Monge,  in April,  1793, showed  the  appreciation  in which
private ventures of this sort were held.   These privateers were
excellently manned and fitted, and they had the commerce of
the whole of Europe to prey upon.    On May 9,1793, the Con-
vention decreed that the privateers and national frigates were
authorized to capture and take into French ports any ships
laden with food of any sort, which they might meet.    If the
goods on board belonged to a nation at war with the Republic,
they were to be sold for the benefit of the captors ; if they
belonged to a neutral country, and this is the most curious
provision, they were to be seized all the same, and paid for at
the rate current in the port for which they were destined.
The only ships excluded from suffering  under this decree,
were those belonging to the United States of America.  Under
these circumstances, it was no  wonder that an enormous
number of merchant ships fell into the hands of the French
cruisers.   There are no statistics about the captures of the
privateers, but the frigate  Uranie, before its combat with
H.M.S, Thames, sent in over sixty prizes, taken off the Spanish
coast, and the frigate Heunion over one hundred prizes takep-'"1'
in the English Channel, before its capture by H.M.S. Crescent*
The history of the French navy, by which is meant &e
French fleets in Toulon and Brest, as distinguished from /the
frigates, during the Revolution, runs parallel with that of the
French army.    Both were  disorganized by the  policy avd
absurd decrees of the Constituent and Legislative Assemblies^;
both remained in a state of confusion during the early days of
the Republic, and both became disciplined and were put on (&
sound footing by the Great Committee of Public Safety.    Thp
republican navy did not indeed illustrate the annals of thu<
Republic as the republican army did; the defeat of June 1,1794,"
has to be set against the victory of Fleurus.    Yet the Brest
fleet of 1794 was far superior in every way to the Brest fleet of
1793, and Jean Bon Saint-Andr6, though he failed to organize
victory, yet deserves his place by the side of Carnot, Prieur of
the Cote-d'Or,and Dubois-Crance, fordoing the same work for
the navy that they did for the army, and the rule of the Great